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  Returned to Insecurity in Afghanistan: Continuing 
Pushbacks against Afghans amid Humanitarian Crisis and 
Lack of Accountability for Ongoing Atrocities 

In the fourth year after the Taliban’s seizure of power in Afghanistan, the humanitarian and 

human rights situation in the country remains dire. Hunger is widespread, with14.8 million 

people – more than a third of the population – facing acute food insecurity, including an 

estimated 3.5 million acutely malnourished children who will require treatment in 2025.[1] 

The socioeconomic exclusion of women from work and public life, and of girls from 

education beyond 6th grade further exacerbate this precarious situation and will have a 

lasting, negative effect on the development of the country. Coupled with ongoing crackdowns 

on women’s rights and atrocities being committed with impunity against anyone speaking up 

in support of human rights, Afghanistan’s future looks grim. 

  Food Insecurity, Economic Stagnation, and the Costs of the Exclusion of 

Women 

While there had been some improvements in the course of 2024 compared to previous years 

when it comes to the total number of people living in acute food insecurity, these gains were 

largely due to an above-average harvest (based on benevolent weather conditions), a decrease 

in prices for basic food commodities based on deflationary trends along with a concomitant 

upscaling in external assistance [2] – all of which may change overnight and hence represent 

but a frail foundation to base measurable and durable improvement on. Considering the 

current funding crisis and ongoing funding cuts on the part of a number of major donors, 

coupled with below-average precipitation in the past half year, and the fact that only 6.8 

percent of children aged 6-23 months currently meet the minimum acceptable diet [3], these 

slight ameliorations may well prove to be short-lived. Economic stagnation and widespread 

unemployment persist and are compounded by the return of more than 2 million Afghans 

from Pakistan and Iran (Islamic Republic of), many of whom were forced to leave following 

expulsion threats by their respective host states. 

Furthermore, the exclusion of women from the workforce and the suspension of their right 

to higher education leads to irreparable harm to women’s mental health, as they were left 

“feeling disempowered, hopeless and had resulted in deteriorating physical and mental health 

for which they have no remedy. Afghan women and girls deprived of an education have lost 

their sense of purpose, opportunities for personal growth, and the ability to pursue their 

aspirations”. [4] But beyond personal loss, depriving women and girls of work and 

educational opportunities also further harms the Afghan economy. A recent report by 

UNESCO e.g. found that “[t]he Afghan economy is projected to lose 5 percent of its GDP 

annually by excluding women from the workforce, and the equivalent of two thirds of today’s 

GDP by 2066 if the suspension of women’s access to higher education remains in place “[5]. 

Combined, these developments will only add to the humanitarian crisis the country is already 

facing, and for displaced populations and those directly or indirectly forced to return, the 

negative consequences of vulnerability, including food insecurity, tend to be even further 

exacerbated. 

  Pushbacks, Return, Forced Displacement, and Vulnerability 

According to a recent study of the ten countries with the largest number of people facing high 

levels of acute food insecurity, of which Afghanistan consistently forms part, “the prevalence 

of high levels of acute food insecurity was generally higher among displaced populations 

than residents”[6], which means that Afghanistan’s more than 5.7 million IDPs are at a 

particular risk of acute lack of food, despite Afghanistan being already the country (along 

with the Central African Republic) with the highest dependence on external assistance, 

reaching 27 percent of its GNI.[7] 
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However, evidence suggests that, despite returning to their places of origin, “returnees often 

continue to face challenges akin to those of displaced populations – acute food insecurity, 

unstable livelihoods, and lack of access to land and productive assets”[8]. These facts need 

also be acknowledged by states who push for ending temporary protection regimes and 

further restricting permanent protection options for Afghans. 

Taking these harsh realities into account, Human Rights Research League joined a group of 

international human rights organizations pleading with Pakistan’s government (as one of the 

two countries hosting the greatest number of Afghans, the other being the Islamic Republic 

of Iran) to cease the forcible return of Afghan nationals, which, between October 2023 and 

mid-January 2025, had affected already more than 842,000 Afghans. This was further 

escalated by the Ministry of the Interior issuing an order requiring all documented Afghan 

migrants to leave Pakistan by March 31, 2025, under threat of deportation, despite the 

alarming humanitarian and human rights situation in Afghanistan [9]. 

  Arrest Warrants before the International Criminal Court: Achieving 

Accountability Against Oblivion, while Atrocity Crimes Continue in 

Afghanistan 

Considering especially the crackdown on women’s and girls’ rights and on anyone who 

speaks up against the de facto authorities, we particularly welcome the Office of the 

Prosecutor’s submission that there were “reasonable grounds to believe that the Supreme 

Leader of the Taliban, Haibatullah Akhundzada, and the Chief Justice of the ‘Administration 

under de facto Taliban leadership, Abdul Hakim Haqqani, bear criminal responsibility for 

the crime against humanity of persecution on gender grounds, under article 7(1)(h) of the 

Rome Statute”[10], and underlining that “[a]longside its persecution of girls and women, and 

integral to it, the Taliban also persecuted those perceived as allies of girls or women”[11]. 

We further appreciate the acknowledgement that the crimes alleged are ongoing, justifying 

filing an application for an arrest warrant “confidentially but not under seal”, paying tribute 

to the “the hope specifically expressed by victims and witnesses for a visible sign that the 

plight of the civilian population of Afghanistan has not been forgotten”.[12] But swift 

progress and further avenues for international accountability for these and other atrocity 

crimes are needed, as we see that the broad pattern of revenge killings and other serious 

human rights abuses that our recent report[13] depicted, still continues throughout the 

country. 

In February 2025 e.g., three unidentified bodies were found in Ghazni province. They were 

reportedly tortured before being killed. 

In April 2025, a young woman and high school graduate refused to marry a local Taliban in 

Ghor province. Her parents were imprisoned in order to pressure her. She burned herself in 

despair. 

In May 2025, a tribal elder was taken by a group of Taliban intelligence agents and killed in 

Samangan province. 

That same month, a religious scholar from Panjshir province was arrested for criticizing the 

Taliban’s stance on girls’ education. 

Another scholar was similarly arrested in Helmand province for criticizing the Taliban 

regime’s ban on girls’ education. 

A former officer of the Afghan armed forces from Kabul, who had fled to Iran following the 

collapse of the ex-government, was ordered by the Iranian authorities to leave the country, 

then found killed. 

These are but a few examples of ongoing atrocities being committed with impunity, but 

unless they are addressed at the top, in courts of law, they will continue, throughout 

Afghanistan. 
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  Conclusion 

First of all, considering the grim human rights situation and in the face of the continuing 

humanitarian crisis, stakeholders should insist on limiting their engagement, if altogether 

unavoidable, to engagement with local authorities, where promising, while pressuring the 

Taliban for concessions concerning women’s rights. Excluding women not only hampers but 

directly prevents direly needed development of the country. 

Secondly, given the ongoing serious human rights violations coupled with insecurity in 

Afghanistan, states must refrain from untimely ending protection regimes for Afghan 

nationals and pressuring them to return. 

Finally, we welcome the first issuance of ICC arrest warrants against leading representatives 

of the de facto government, but at the same time urge states to consider further accountability 

mechanisms, including national prosecutions, to ensure that more perpetrators will be brough 

to justice. The victims and their relatives deserve as much. 
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